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Welcome to Dawson City _ 


There is only one Dawson City — the scene of the most fan- 
tastic gold rush the world has ever known. On August 17th, 
1896, George Carmack scooped gold out of a stream he 
named “Bonanza,” and from that electrifying moment 
“Bonanza,” “Eldorado,” “The Klondike,” became known 
the world over. 


The flat, low-lying area, three miles from the mouth of 
Bonanza Creek, at the confluence of the Yukon and Klondike 
Rivers, became the transfer point and government head- 
quarters for the 40,000 people who poured into the 
Klondike. “Yukon” was the Indian name for “greatest 
river” and “Klondike” (originally “Tron-deg”) was the Indian 
word for “‘hammerwater,’’ so-called because stakes were 
hammered into the river to trap salmon. The townsite was 
named Dawson City for Dr. George Mercer Dawson, 
Canadian Government geologist.. 


Though only 150 miles south of the Arctic Circle, Dawson 
City became known as the “Paris of the North,” boasting 
elaborate hotels, theatres, and dance halls rivalling those of 
San Francisco. Diamond Tooth Gertie, Klondike Kate, Tex 
Rickard, Jack London, Rex Beach, and Alex Pantages, were 
entertained, or entertainers. Beautifully appointed churches, 
a Governor's mansion, and hospitals, rose side by side with 
log cabins and canvas-roofed stores. Palatial river steamers, 
laden with luxury goods, vintage wines, first editions for 
private libraries, French gowns, show girls, church workers, 
doctors, chefs, and dog mushers, spilled their cargoes onto 
the docks on Front Street. To the sound of honky tonk 
pianos, roulette wheels, church bells, and boat whistles, the 
gold came out of the valleys in bulging pokes or on pack 
horses, to make another pick-and-shovel miner intoa 
free-spending millionaire Bonanza King. 


More than half a century later the aura of the past lingers 
in Dawson's quiet streets where the visitor will be well 
rewarded for having come this way. 


Dawson from the Midnight Dome. 
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Palace Grand Theatre. 


The Palace Grand Theatre, a National Historic Site has been 
completely restored as it was when “Arizona” Charlie Meadows 
opened it in 1899. There are daily tours and nightly live 
entertainment which relives the gold rush era. 


The Dawson Museum is in the old Administration Building, and 
here is displayed an interesting collection of early day relics. 
Adjacent to the Museum, in Minto Park, are old locomotives, 
including an old diamond stacker used in connection with early 
mining operations in the Klondike district. Other points of interest 
are the grave of Father Judge, the frail priest who gave his life in the 
service of Dawson in 1898, and the old Commissioner's residence, 
a fine example of late Victorian architecture. 


Each year on the weekend nearest the 17th of August the Yukon 
Order of Pioneers mark the anniversary of the discovery of gold with 
a Discovery Day celebration which includes a horticultural exhibit, 
sports day, parade, and dances. 


Boat trips on the Yukon River may be arranged to the IndianVillage 


of Moosehide, three miles down river from Dawson and a visit to the 
fish wheel, where during July the delectable King salmon are caught. 
Across the river from Moosehide is the old shipyard where the hulks 
of several old river steamers are beached. Daily tours are conducted 
on the S.S. Keno and in the Gold Room of the Canadian Imperial 
Bank of Commerce. 


S. S. Keno. 


Diamond Tooth Gerties Gambling Hall. 


Newest attraction is a fun-filled evening in the decor of the 
rollicking days of 98 featuring gambling, bingo, cancan 
girls and entertainment. 


A bus tour from Dawson includes a trip to the Midnight 
Dome, 2900 feet above sea level, allowing a panoramic view 
of the Klondike Valley, the Sixty Mile country, and the 
Yukon River. From the Dome one may see the midnight sun 
on June 21st barely dip down behind the 6000-foot Ogilvie 
Mountain range in the North. This vantage pointisa 
photographer's delight. 


_ Massive tailing piles are reminders of the dredging opera- 
tions formerly carried on in these creek beds. Although no 
longer in operation, several large gold dredges may still be 
seen. The historic site marker on Bonanza Creek, where 
gold was first discovered, ison Bonanza Road, eleven 
miles from Dawson. 


The first interest of the average visitor to Dawson is gold 
mining, and there are several mining operations set up to 
permit visitors to actually pan for gold under the guidance 
of experienced miners. It is a case of “finders keepers” for 
those who pan out their “colours,” or nuggets. 


Gold panning on Bonanza Creek. 


Robert Service penned “The Spell of the Yukon’: and today HOW TO GET TO DAWSON CITY 
you can relive the Klondike’s spell for yourself. tis “ghost” ROADS: 


t each afternoon to entertain you with poems and ; 
esol past. ? : The Klondike Highway #2 starts at mile 925 of the Alcan #1 
(Alaska Highway) and is a 330 mile, gravel, all-weather road. 


The Campbell Highway #9 begins at Watson Lake and joins 
the Klondike Highway at Carmacks. Also a gravel road, 
this has excellent fishing spots and breath taking scenery. 


From Alaska, leave the Alcan at Tetlin Junction and travel 
the Taylor Highway #5 to its junction with the 60 mile Road 
at the border. This brings you to the Yukon River wherea 
free ferry, operating 24 hours in the summer, brings you to 
Dawson. This road is open inthe summer only. 


Fairbanks 


Robert Service's Cabin 


Also visit Jack London at his cabin which has been 
moved to Dawson from Henderson Creek. 

Other attractions included a daily slide show on the 
S.S. Keno, films of the Gold Rush at St. Paul’s Church,and 
the Dawson Hardware Museum. 

The Dempster Highway #11, 25 miles east of Dawson 
is the new scenic route crossing the Arctic Circle, passing 
through the Ogilvie and Richardson Mountains into the 
Mackenzie Delta of the Northwest Territories and on tothe HAINES 
Arctic Ocean. It is a northern development road, and is JUNCTION 
partially completed. ‘~7 
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FACILITIES IN DAWSON CITY 


e three hotels and six motels @ four restaurants PLANES: wie : 

© two garages © stores-grocery, clothing, Indian Craft, Dawson City is served by regular flights from Whitehorse 
sporting goods, and jewellery, with items made locally and Inuvik, N.W.T. The airportis 12 miles from town on 
in gold nugget and mastodon ivory. Highway #3. 

© hospital ¢ movie theatre © three churches BUS: 

¢ Canadian Imperial Bank of Commerce e laundromat I Yukon Bus Lines have regular buses to and from Whitehorse. 
e Royal Canadian Mounted Police e Post Office 

®\iquor store @ bars BOAT: : : 

° Campgrounds — twowithin the city limits and one More people each year are travelling down the river from 
Camping area thirteen miles from Dawson on highway #3. Whitehorse in their own crafts. 

© Canadian Customs is located at the Yukon-Alaska BOOKS YOU MIGHT LIKE TO READ 

border 60 miles from Dawson and all travellers are 


reaiimactonercnt Many visitors wish to read about the Klondike Gold Rush 


before they come so here are a few of the many excellent 
aa ae books written about this era. Berton, Pierre; ‘Klondike’ 
For more detailed information all visitors are advised to j ; a ails ae 
check in at the Information Bureau on arrival or write to: eli iy ty ay oe eee a ile 
KLONDIKE VISITORS ASSOCIATION, Box 335, Dawson CHEUNG MARIS Pete egos a ees 


City, Yukon Territory, Canada. PHOTOGRAPHY: 
JOHN GOULD — Klondike Visitors Association 
WAYNE TOWRISS — Yukon Department of Travel and Information 


